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CRITICAL EVENTS IN BLAIR'S

LIFE TOLD BY INTIMATE FRIENDS

James Campbell. David R. Fran-
cis. Thomas S. McPheeters and

Murray Cailcton on the
Stand in Insurance Case

llrokor a Reluctant
Witness.

FINANCIAL AID WAS GIVEN.

David R. Francis. James Campbell. Mur-
ray Carleton and Thomas S. McPhecters
wftre the principal witnesses who testified
before the Special Master In Chancery In
the Blair Insurance hearing yesterday.

Mr. Campbell was placed on the stand
In the afternoon. He was one cf the men
who had been an intimate friend of the
lata James L. Blair, and the things which
he told came forth reluctantly and fre-
quently the witness had to bo admonished
to talk louder.

In tho community Mr. Campbell has
been known as a shrewd dealer, but

philanthropy was one of his trails.
When his friend Blair was involved In
difficulties, however, he came to tho front
to aid him. and gave him a practically
unsecured loan of 0.000.

According to the testimony of Mr.
Campbell. Blair went to his office and
told him that certain troubles had over-
taken him which threatened to ruin his
prospects and future practice as a lawyer.
Mr. Campbell asked him as to the nature
of them and Blair replied that his brother
had committed forgeries which if exposed
would ruin the Blair name.

Mr. Campbell asked him what amount it
would require to Udo him over his money
troubles, and tho attorney replied that

59.000 would do it. Forthwith Campbell
let him have SS0.0G0 without more material
collateral than Blair's word that ho would
pay.

Mr. Campbell was a reluctant witness.
It was only tha close and adroit questio-
ner of tho attorneys for the plaintiff com-
pany that elicited his replies. He epoko
In a. low tone of voice and only when or-
dered by tho master did he speak up so
that h could be heard throughout the
room.

LOAXED $3).y0. UNSECURED.
The substance of Mr. Campbell's evi-

dence was that he had been a resident of
St Louis for thirty-eig- ht years. He had
known Blair Intimately for fifteen years.
His first close relationship with the de-
ceased attorney was when Blair went to
him one day in 13CC. told him of his mone-
tary difficulties and asked him for a loan
of J30.0CO.

"I was willing to let Jim have the
money," said Mr. Campbell, "and when he
spoke of collateral I said I had sufficient
faith In his ability to pay me bark from
the proceeds of his practice to be per-
fectly satisfied. Yes. he spoke to me of
forgeries which he said had been commit-
ted by his brother. Carey."

Mr. Campbell testified to earlier dealings
with Mr. Blair, which Involved a mort-
gage on his country place near Kirkwood.
Blair went to him and said he had bor-
rowed money on the property, but did not

the fact to become publicly known.
The original amount loaned on the prop-

erty was $30,000. Of this amount he. Bialr.
had paid back $10,009 and he wanted SW.OK)
more to take ut the remainder. Camp-
bell, on a note and deed of trust, let him
have m0.

The most dramatic Incident In t!ie hear-
ing 'came up in the questioning of the
witness regarding this deed of trust and
note. John F. Lee objected to nearly
every question concerning them, and
finally Judge McKelghan. reprc..'iiting
the insurance company, a lose snd in he-
roic language said that thi time had
passed for quibbling.

"We are trying to give facts and show
that these Instruments wen- - forgeries
The aim of the defense seetm to be to
suppress facts."

Master 3chotleld !o nandled the Incident
that good feeling was restored, and Judge
McKeishan apologized for what lie termed
his haste.

BLAIR REPAID AMOCNT.
The full amount Mr. Campbell

loaned Blair was repaid He received tinrepayment after 31ai-- s quitting St. .

SENATORIAL FIGHT

ENGAGES CABINET

The Wrangle in Missouri Entered
Into the Deliberations of That

Body Yesterdav.

The Republic Bureau.
Wyatt Building, nth and P Streets.

Washington. Dec. 23. Missouri's senato-
rial wrangles entered Into the delibera-
tions of the Cabinet y. Attention
aad been called to a publication In the Re-
publican organ at Kansas City which
quoted J. II. Harris. Postmaster at that
city, with having said that he was em-
powered to directly express tha President's
opssiition to at least one of the leading
candidates.

Names were not mentioned, but that
candidate Is known to be R. C. Kerens. In
the channel by which such messages go.
Mr. Harris was asked for an explanation,
with the accompanying Intimation that
while he could be reasonably sure of

he had not been made "Dep-
uty President." Reply was received in
which the Kansas City politician set forth
that he h?d authorized no such state-
ment.

The warmer the Missouri battle gets the
more docs the sound of the conflict reach
to the national capital. The Washington
ton Post this morning printed a long ac-

count of the present situation In a dis-

patch from St. Louis. The article reported
Kerens gains and a fight rapidly Increas-
ing in bitterness. Probably It was this
which started the Cabinet discussion.

Though the policy of outward neutrality
Is preserved to the letter, the fact of a
decided negative attitude by the adminis-
tration toward Colonel Kerens needs only
a talk with any Cabinet otficer for con-

firmation.
The point of Immediate moment made

to show that the election of Mr. Kerens
would not serve the interests of the ad-

ministration Is that's his previous limita-

tions In business and politics practically
guarantee his opposition to the principal
legislation now backed by the President.

This is In the matter of Government
regulation of railroad rates and some gen.

ZzcEf'tej .rfev.". -- . 'J' !53J. ?- 5Xt.
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Who was the leading witness In the Blair

insurance hearing yesterday.

Insurance policies on Ltalr'-- i life nc-- o

given him to cover the iiote. The moit-gag- e

on the Kirkwood property was taken
up by a qultclilm. deed signed by Mrs.
Blair.

Former Governor David 71. Francis oc-

cupied the stand during tho cr-rl-y pi.rt of
yesterday's session. Ills eviiem"! v.as

in the usual lucid style whl.'li
characterizes the World's Fair Presi-
dent's communications.

Mr. Francis traced Blair's connection
with the Louisiana Purchase Expos'.tior
Company. In hia capacity of General
Counsel of the company his association
wl Mr. Francis was close.

When the rumors discrediting Blair's
honesty came out he Investigated the
charges. The witness testified that a D-

irector of the Exposition Company had
told him that the charges against Blair
were true. Asked who that Director was
Mr. Francis refused to disclose his name

The direct question was objected to by
Attorney Lee. nnd the objection was sus-

tained by the Master. In endeavoring to
get the name of this Director the attor-
neys for the plaintiff resorted to various
means. They learned the number of Di-

rectors serving on the board, nnd asked
President Francis to give their names.
Their questions, however, did not bring
out the desired Information.

Murray Carlcton. president of the United
Railways Company, was "examined. He
stated that he was present at the meet-
ing of the Executive Committee of the
World's Fair when Blair's resignatlnn was
accepted. He told of having known Blair
during many years, nnd of his money
transactions with him.

One day In 1M3 Blair telephoned Mr.
Carlcton in the morning and asked him to
come by his office. Mr. Carleton made the
call and Blair tcld him that he wished to
borrow J30.000. Mr. Carleton said lie did
not have that amount at his disposal, but
could let him have JIO.OV).

OFFERED PRESIDENCY OF TRANSIT.
A note for SlO.OfO was drawn by Mr.

Carleton and the proceeds given to Blair
When the rumors of Blair's dlshonesty
came out Mr. Carleton took up the note,
which was payable at the ?.lercantlle Trust
Company. After I!Ialr'3 death Mr. Carle-
ton was paid back the full amount of his
loan by Mr. Lee. Blair's executor.

Artced If h? hod an account at the Mer-
cantile Trust Company. Mr. Carlcton re-

plied that he had not. but that "his credit
was fairly good at that Institution."

The most interesting fact developed by
Mr. Campbell's testimony was that at one
time Mr. Blair had been offered the presi-
dency of the St. Ixmis Transit Company,
with a salary of S2j.o) n year. The offer
was made won after the famous street car
strike.

Blair accepted the offer, but s never
made president because the conditions
that caused the oner to be made adjusted
themselves, and Mr. Carlcton. who was'
filling the office, agreed to continue in It
longer.

Mr. McPhecters. who was a lifelong
friend of Blair's, occupied the stand for
moro than an hour. His evidence was sim-
ply In the form of a narrative of all the
events of Blair's career after his crimes
had become manifest. Mr. McP'neeters
came to Blair's aid with money nnd pave
him good advice.

The last witness was J. B. Johnson, a
money-lende- r, who had handled some of
Blair's notes.

The hearing was adjourned until next
Wednesday at 3 p. m.

eral law. Every friend
gained In the Senate for th- - President's
programme is regarded as a needed acqui-
sition, for that body will defeat him if it
can be done.

Senator Stephen B. Elklns Is one of the
men in W?shIngton who are for Kerens
first and last. "He I the man for .Mi-
ssouri." said Senator Klklns the other i'ay,
"None other cou'.d come here and find
the connections and associations which he
can command."

NATURAL GAS STRUCK
IN HEART OF ST. JOSEPH.

Finnic Sliootx I'p Ton Fort In the Air
nl HutligMns Plnni from six-In- ch

Artcslnn V4'ell.

REPUBLIC SPECIAL.
St. Joseph. Mo. Dec. 21. A strong flow

cf natural gas was struck y by the
Huttlg-Mos- s Manufacturing Company
while sinking an artesian well near their
plant at Fourth and Re nick streets.

When a lighted match was applied to the
tube a column of flame shot ten feet into
the air. The bore is 6 inches In diameter,
and Is C2 feet feet and contains M feet of
water, through which the gas forced its
way.

Considering this fact, it is believed the
volume of gas is sufficient to be of con-
siderable commercial value. An Investiga-
tion will be made by an expert as soon as
possible.

Frank J. Moss, member of the firm
which made the dlscovcrv. was a member
of the Missouri Commission to the World's
Fair.

BURGLAR ASSAULTS WOMAN.

Mrs. Rose Dodd Attacked by Rob-

ber in Dark Hallway.
While coming from the basement to the

first floor in her home at No. 2114 East
Marcus avenue Thursday evening. Mrs.
Rose Dodd met a man In the dark hall-
way, who assaulted her," knocking her
down and bruising her head. While she
wan dazed by the assault the burglar es-

caped from the house. Jumping off the
rear porch.

A search of the premise? resulted in
finding that the house had been rsnsaeked
and $20 in gold was missing. The robber
evidently wanted money only, as Jewelry
and clothing were untouched where he
had seerched. Owing to the sudden as-
sault, Mrs. Dodd was unable to e've any
description of the man.
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ANTi-BUTLER-
ISM

TO BE THE ISSUE

1U- - Expelling Ross's Followers
r 'it v Cent nil Committee De-lino- s

Policy for Spring.

WELLS MAY HEAD CITY TICKET.

Lenders of Reform Movement
Claim Itijj Majority in Ward

Representation Cities Gain
Delegates for .Convention.

By the action of the City Central Com-

mittee in expelling four members Thurs-

day night, the leaders of the Democratic
party clearly defined the issues for the
spring campaign.

will be tho foundation
for the ticket and platform that will bo
presented, nnd already the summing up of
the probable Butler strengtli has been be-

gun. The fight has been carried into the
faetlonists' camp nnd several politicians.
In discussing the latest turn of affairs yes
terday, declared that the waning power of
the former wouid be clearly
shown before the issue ever reached the
polls.

"Granting that Butler can swing right
wards," one said during the discussion.
"the antlworkers still will have fucIi a
majority in the City Convention that no
Butler men wculd be able to get on the
ticket or prevent any selection that the
other leaders iray want."

Basing the number of delegates to the
City Convention on tbe last vote for Gov-
ernor, according to the primary law, the
Butler wards will cut small figure, the
work against Folk at the polls acting now
as a boomerang. Each ward Is allowed a
delegate fcr every votes cast for Gov-
ernor, and also a de!egate-at-larg- e. The
Democrats take the vote for Folk and the
Republicans base their ratio on the vote
for Walbrldge. If the Butler followers In-

fluenced any votes against Folk they
wcakened their representation.

Counting the Fifth. Sixth. Fourteenth.
Seventeenth. Twenty-secon- d, Twenty-thir-

Twenty-fourt- h and Twenty-fift- h wards
as certain for the Butler faction, th-- will
have a total of SI delegates out of 3:7. or
barely more than Taking the
four wards of the deposed committeemen.
a representation cf 15 Is counted In their
favor.
ROUGH SLEDDING FOR BUTLERITES.

In the face of these figures, the antl-Butl-

workers say that there will be some
..lerlilin.- - fr.T tl... fn.ttnntt!e inA

that the Republicans may b natural'y
looked to as their allies. There Is not
enough show of strength. It Is said, to
warrant any independent movement on
the part of the Eutlcr men. and that the
spirit of revenge will lead them Into other
alignments.

Taking the vote for Folk as the basis,
and figuring on delegate for every 'JOO

ballets, nnd adding a delegate at large, the
Democratic representation by wards will
be as follows:

".Val- - He'
WarJs. FoTJc brt'ir. gits

First 2.IS7 :.5'S IS
Fcwd 1.7:9 I.'iJ !0
TblrJ j.:a I.1M 9
Fourth J.1S 19 17
Fifth ill 1.K1 5
Filth 2157 1.X0 'J
Sonth 1.TB) 1.C79 Ji
FIghth 1.S10 1,521 10
Ninth 1 t l.Mt i
Tenth 2HS iC8 11

E:vi:h 1.SC1 1151 11

:.5"S S."J 11

TMrtwittl 2.U1 l.r-- U
Fourteenth 1 !:S 1M1
Fifteenth 1.S 1.2-.- 7

Sixteenth 72 l.IN IS
Seventeenth 1,7.4 1 1

RlgMeenth l.S :.!5 S

N netecnth IS".? 2.:is to
Twentieth : 41t 1.'51 13

Tnenty-fir-- t 2.4K l.; U
Twenty-feren- d 1.753 1 51. 1

Tv entv-thlr- d 1 1 l.v '!
Twenti fourth 2 K 2.S-- IS
T.ntv-llrt- h :.!'2 l.' 15
Twcntj-J'it- h IfSl 1AS

Twenty-eert- h 2 2.'vj? J
Twenty-eight- h 4 CI 2. '11 .1

Totals W.S 50.141 ::7
In sizing up the number of delegates it

becomes apparent that the cities will have
a large representation in the next State
convention. St. IvjK Kansas City and
St. Joseph grve Foil: majorities, while
many of the counties went for WalbrMse.
ind in others the usual Democratic flztires
were reduced. In this manner the cities
have gained delegates and will wield much
power In the next assemblage.

WBLLS MAY HEAD CITY TICKET.
Just how far the Butler followers are

going with a second rliy ticket Is
but those opposed to them are

alreadv at work getting linen out for
strong candidates. The talk ha gone
abroad that Mayor Rolla Wells probably
nil head the ticket if he will onsen:, and
the platform will be for another clean,
businssike administration. It Ic said that
the Mayor has: nt yet given his consent
to renom'atln. but th? in'Ieaipnn are
that he will be called on by a committee
of business tr.pn and asked to consider fa-

vorably.
Candidates for other City Hall offices

ere springing up daily, and It Is said tint
the ColWtnr's position is being looked up-

on longingly bv three. Fred Hammer. Jr.
the present ColIe-.-tor- . has l?:i conducting
his olfice so as to have a strong argunvn.
for renomlnation on a business administra-
tion ticket, while Sheriff Joseph I)lrfc-man- n

and Justice Frank M. Kbiber are
appearing as rivais.

Benanl Dierkes. Auditor, is prrpirinr for
a race for renomiration. while it la under
stood that Register FItzGlbbin is also look-In- g

to retain the office for another four
years. So far. In fact, only

has come out with the statement that
he Is nut seeking renominatlon. and that
Is John J. O'Brien. A'ssor.

ILLINOIS TAX RATE -

INCREASED THREE CENTS.

Flftj-FI- n- Cento on t!:e SI'lf) Ynlntl- -
tlfili AMCS'eil-O- ne Yenr 'At It

Wn Fifty-Tw- o Cents.

RETUBI.IC SFKCIAI..
Springfield. III., Dec. 23. Fifty-fiv- e cents,

on the one hundred dollais valuation 13

the Illinois tax rate for 1MI. The rate
was fixed to-d- Iti accord-tnc- with law
by Governor Yates. State Auditor McCul-loug- h

and State Treasurer Busse.
The total amount of taxes to be raUed

for State purposes this year Is 4j,fiO),0:0, of
which $1.57.f') is for the general revenue
fur.d and S1.CC0.C9 for the school fund.

The tas rate one year ago was 52 cents
on the JIM valuation.
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United States District Attorney
Makes Formal Announcement

of Candidacv in Letter.

ST. CHARLES COUNTY IN L1NE.1

Representative F.. D. Silver
Writes to Prominent Repub-

lican Pledging His Support
Parker Still Determined.

Colonel D. F. Dyer. United States Dis-

trict Attorney, one of the n Re-

publicans in the State, formally an-

nounced his position in the senatorial nee
yesterday by coming out with a letter
which placed him among the candidates
for the honor.

His name has been connected with the
contest by rumors for some time, ubt it was
not until receivinc a cnmmulcation from
It. D. Silver. Representative ele;t of St.
Charles County, that he made a definite
announcement Cofonel Dyer Is a personal
friend of President Roosevelt's, and Is

considered a stancn anti-Kere- man.
Colonel Dyer Is also an associate of Na-

tional Committeeman Akins.
Representative Silver addressed Colonel

Dyer, stating that the Republicans of St.
Charles County were practically unani-
mous in their support of him. Colonel
Dyer answered with the following letter:

St. Urals. Mo . D;;. a. 1311. TC D. Silver. St.
Charles. JIo. My Pesr Sir Your very klnJ
letter of the Sth in:, was duly reUeJ. To
he conl-!ere- worthy of a seat In the I'nltM
States Fmte liy anv conMerahle number of
the Kno.3 citizens of Missouri Is an honor thnt
nny man n:ay be proud of. To b the ehnj, e

of rav o'A nelghtiors and friends in St. Char!e3
Counfy for en great an hener is particuliriy
rleaslrc to rr.e.

In any support that I have given te th- - pr'n-clpl- 's

o the republican party, it uas fecauie
1 bellev?d that their crystallization Into law
would to fcr the good of all the reople. .ny
serilce that I eer rer.dere.1 to the Ilermbllran
Tarty was because cf wnat I ccr.sldrd a
plain duty, and not for the hope of r""'-na- l

reward. !

Th election cf a United States Senator Is an
important duty Imposed by the peorle upon

their representative, but It Is not the enly
Important dJty that the present Legislature will
have to perform.

If the promises trad to the people during
ramralrn hy th- - candidates

for the Legislature arc honestly kept, then we
can confidently lo-- for an Inderscment by the

at the election cf 1?"3 If thei-- aro not
kept, there wlU re a scurrying for and
the cry of ".very feilov.- - for h!ms!f win a
I.earJ In even- - tart of the state.

Dispose of the saatorshIp In tho Interest of
the peopl nd fcr the lastlnc goo.1 of the
ItepuMiran party. Seiltsh inter s's or delre
find no plae-- In so Important a milter. If you

and jour after giving fair con-

sideration to ti matter, shall tee ptope- - to
elect me to the Serate. I will be greatly hon-

ored, and 111 be proud to accept the position.

If u srta'l deride othervl-- e yen will In the
future, as you hnie in th pest, find me
business at the oM stand" for clear.llnss In

public life, for the prinilp!" at!ocatd by
.Abraharr. Inco'n. .d In support of the h'erh
Ileils of Theodore noosve!t. whose epl"nd;d
personality gave us victory In Missouri.

Thanking jcu for our l'tter. and the goo!
people of St. Charles Cuinty fir their e.

I nm vours flncerely, L. I. DYBIt.
CANDIDACY ANNOUNCED.

THe "Silver letter, which brought the
partly reviews Colon?'. Dyer's

public and party .service, nnd states that
he would do much toward holding Missouri
in the Republican column. The letter fol-

lows:
St. Charles Mo . Cec. "0. 1W4 Co'onf I D. I'.

Djer. t. I"u!?. Mo.: Dear Sir I desire, as far
o It may be In my power, to faithfully and
honertly represent the people of St. Charles
County In the lower branch cf the General As-

sembly, to which I was electei In ?;ovembr
last. I am anxious to voice their wishes in the
vote I shall cast fcr t!nitd States Stnator.

Rel!clng. as I do. that the ttepub'lcans 0f
my county are practlca'ly unanimous In de-

siring ycur lec:ion to tho Serjtc. I wtlte this
letter to ascertain whether or not you are or
will be a candidate for this hish honor.

The Republicans of St. Charles Countv rec-

ognize and appreciate the Mnp. unseirsn d

faithful service you have rend red ths St't
and the Republican party. They hive known
you from your boyhood, and hive watched with
rrlcle your'career.

Many of them served the dur.ng th!
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YOU EVER NOTICE- D-

Cull WEr. In tic readmtn: cf wh'ch yc-- j were

the Colonel, and all hor.cr ycu fer the oP"ru
fair and frank manner with which you ha
always dealt with pub'lc questions. They have
heard your voice In support cf Republican
jrin-lpt- and Republican car.Iliires In every

eamra-'s- for forty yiars.
They believe that ycur election to the Senate

would do much toward keplr.ir Missc-ir- l la
the column rf Republican State, and at the
came tlma gle assurance ct a faithful tr.d
efficlT.t reprerentatlve of all the peopl. wtrh-o-

rlrd to party rr cree-I- .

Awaiting your reply, and askln for the

rrlvilece of rrnklnc th" same puh'Ie. I in
with high persons! regard, ycers truly.

R D. SILVER.

PARKER STATES TOSITION.

T F Parker 1" not letting the action""

of National Committeeman Akins worry
him In the least. He Is still receiving call-

ers, everj-- day at his offlco In the Frisco
bttildlngand making a campaign for the
senatorial election with all the energy
he can put In the fight.

"I am still in this race." he sail yes-

terday. "I wilt be h"re until the last vote
Is taken. That hn. always been my posi-

tion and It has not changed. Tho senator-shi- p

Is too exalted on honor to he the
subject of dickers and trades, and I have
an abiding confidence that in the end they
cannot affect the result.

"I have always opposed a negative fight
against anything or anybody. I believe In
an affirmative fight for n principle. No
man should be Senator who does not pos-

sess the fitness and qualifications for the
5osition or whose methods can be the ob-

ject f adverse criticism or who is, not
in full accord with the administration of
PrfMdeiit Roosevelt.

"That the honor should be bestowed for
mer party tei-vlc-e or contributions), how-
ever valuable, is not consistent with the
best Interests of Republicanism. The re-

quirements of the administration, har-
mony with the President, fitnesa and
qualifications should b considered. I be-

lieve that the legislators believe in these
principle? and that the result will justify
my belief."

WON'T TAKE EVEN MONEV.
After having their bluff called on a bet

of Sl.O'l to SfOO. the Kerens followers at
the Planters Hotel yesterday refused to
bet JJ.t") even money that Kerens would
be the next United States Senator.

At the present time "Lib" Morse of Ex-
celsior Springs, the manager for Kerens,
has l.C') on Ke-e- ns against J5V put up
by Otto Stlfe!. a friend of T. K. Nicdrlng-hati- s.

When h" put up that money lie re-

fused to double the bet on the same
terms.

Afterwards Mr. StiM sent word to him
that he would accommodate him with an
even money bet. "Lib" Morse wished
over night to sleep on the proposition. Yes-
terday morning h announced that there
was nothing doing. The Kerens bluff had
been called and pushed over the embank-
ment.

Politicians from the Interior of th"
.,tate. especially from Kansas) City, are
still talking about the way the Kerens
managers get over the State. Home- - B.
Mann, who happens to b an Alderman
of Kansas City, attended a session of
the !o?a! municipal lwdy las: Friday
night.

MANN'S SPECIAL TRAIN.
The session lasted longer than he ex-

pected. What the odds? Mr. Kercns's
manag'r cilled up the railroad otlires and
engaged a spemi train of one car and
came siecding through the darkness with
the lone clt'z-- n to the aid of the former
National Committeeman. The train left
Kansas City at r a. 1:1. and arrived in
St. Louis In time for business that morn-
ing.

All of whb'h is being exploited as show-
ing what can be done If rn.cess.iry. Mr.
Mnnn is considered it vpry valuable man
by Mr. Kerens. He nnd "Lib" Morse are
counted to do the ery best they can for
Kerens. Hoth of them have been asso-
ciated with Kerens In the past and wish
to be In the future If there Is any future.

POPE RECEIVES O'CONNELL.:

His Holiness Interested in Ital-

ians iu America.
Rom". Der. 23. The Pop" y re-

ceived In private audience the Right Rev-tren- d

W. II. O'Connell. Elshop of Port- -
land. Me. When Bishop O'Connell entered
the piesence of tho Pontiff the latter em-
braced him. saying he knew he had for
many yea's been rector of the American
College here.

The Pope inquired about the different
nationalities composing the emigrants, .

dealing especially with the need of caring i

for them in a spirit of charity. i

He Mso said that he had received a re- -
rort on the condition of the Italians from
en Itilian primate who had returned from
America. It gave him much consolation
to learn of the Interest and zeal mani-
fested by the American prelates toward
newcomers.

He also spoke of the great progress
made by Catholicism, and was most
plsased to see Its development and the at-
tachment of the faithful to the Holy See.

IL PLANT

SAVES CITY MONEY

Lighting System. Started in
Wells's Administration. Effects

Savin? of $"23,000 Yearly.

FIVE BUILDINGS ILLUMINATED.

Chief Engineer Wood Believes
Power-Hous- e Capable of Sup- -

plying All Needs at Start- - i

ling Reduction in Cast. ,

To heat and operate the municipal light-
ing plant at the new City Hall for the
last two years It has cost the city an aver-
age cf JU.S7S.3. The amount of current
generated by this plant. If paid by the
city at Its contract price of Ti cents a
Kilowatt hour, would be S32fS.0 a year.

A report submitted to Hiram Phillips,
chairman of the Citv Hall Commission, by
Chlef Engineer J. W. Wood gives some In-

teresting facts In connection with the wise
provision of the municipal plant during-Mayo-

Wells's admlnistratlcn.
Municipal ownership of electric, gas.

waterworks and other public utilities, was
made a political Issue In St. Louis in IrOl.

The Democratic party In a strong plat-
form declared for the measure, and the
entire ticket, headed by Rolla Wells for
Mayor, was elected.

In less than three months after Mayor
Wells's election the Municipal Assernblv
ppssed an ordinance appropriating SK.Ci
for a new municipal electric plant at the
new city Hall At that time the city was
paying 13 cnts a Kilowatt hour for cur-
rent. At the present time It costs' the city
a percentage of more than I cents.

Bids were offered nnd by July. 1W3. the
plint was in operation, furnishing light to
the new City Hall, the old City Hall. Four
Courts, the Courthouse nnd Engine j,"o. 6.
and heat to the new City Hall.

Apart from the Waterworks system, the
City Hall lislitlng plant ra the first ef-
fort at municipal ownership undertaken by
nnv other In St. Louis.

NET SAVING OF C3.:S.
An Jiccurete system of data sheets was

complied by Chief Engineer Wood .show-
ing the cost of labor, fuel, repairs cr ad-

ditions, the nmount of current supplied
to each building for light or power pur-
poses, the amount of water evaporated In
th" boilers, fuel burned and the ashes
therefrom.

This data war forwarded to the presi-

dent of the City Hall commission, headed
by Hiram Phillips, and composed of
Mayor Wells, Joseph I Hcrnsby. Presi-
dent of the City Council; Andrew Gas- -
zclo Jr.. Speaker of the House of Dele- - j

gates; Comptroller James 1. Flayer and
Building Commissioner George U. Helm-burge- r.

The nvemgc cost of heating the Citv
Hall building before the plant was In-

stalled wan Ill.SiO.K. Deducting this
amount from the total expense of heating
the main building end furnishing light to
the others. .".J15.T? represents the cost of
operating the lighting plant, whereas the
city formerlv was forced to pay tK.0H.S3
for the same purpose.

This means n net saving to the city, with
the estirmted depreciation of the plnnt. of
53.213 for the twelve months ending July
31. If)!. At that rate the city will have
received back the Jw.0L") cost of the plant,
with interest and depreciation In eighteen
months, after which this plant v.-- earn
for the city approximately 125.00) n year
over and above expenses.

The engines re of the latest type and
capable, Mr. Wood believes, of accommo-
dating the nle increase In the number of
lights now used in the new City Hall

DUEL ABOUT VACCINATION.

Officer Killed and His Assailant j

Is Shot.
Sandersvtlle. Ga.. Dec. 23. Boss Garrett

shot and killed Special Officer Gideon Mat-

thews y while resisting arrest be-

cause of refusing to submit to compulsory
vaccina nun. t

Garrett escaped, but a strong posse of ,

thcr fight and was shot by Deputy Marshal
Wilson, arrested and lodged in the county
Jall. He probably will not recover.

SIOUX CITY FIRE

CAUSES LOSS OF

TWO MILLIONS

Two Entire Blocks Destroyed
in Retail District and Flames

Were Still Spreading at
Midnight.

OMAHA SENDS AN ENGINE

Intense Heat Keeps Large Holi-da- v

Crowd at a Distance and
, Prevents Firemen From

Doing Effectual Work.

OUTSIDE COMMUNICATION CUT.

Wires of P.oth Telegraph Com-
panies Are Severed, but Cir-

cuit Is Finally Established
in Roundabout Way Over

Telephone Lines.

Sioux City. la.. Dec. 23. A f.re which
started Just before 3 o'clock ht hasi
destroyed two entire city blocks la the
center of the retail district, entailing a
loss estimated at GOOO.ono.

Assistance was sought from outside
cities, and an engine and other equipment
was started from Omaha at 10 o'clock.

The burned buildings include the Tribuc-- i
building, three banks, the Western Union
Telegraph Company'a office and a. dozen
other large mercantile concerns.

The entire territory between Jackson ar.d
Pierce and Third and Fourth streets had
been practically consumed by 11 o'clock,
and the fire was still spreading rapidly,
with the firemen unable to secure coztroL

Both of the telegraph companies' wires
were all lost before 10 o'clock, temporarily
cutting oft communications with the out-
side cities. Later telephone wires wera
used over a circuitous route.

The fire started in the Pelletler depart-
ment store, located In the Toy building, a
six-sto- stone block, at the corner cf
Fourth and Jackson streets, occupied also
by the First National Bank.

FLAMES SPREAD RAPIDLT.
The entire? building, together with Its

contents was destroyed, but before tie
firemen could secure control of the flames
they had spread also to the Massachusetts
building on tha west, another large, flna

y structure.
With the heat sufficiently intense to keep

the gathered holiday shoppers a block
away, tha firemen were unable to get near
enough to do any material good In stop-
ping the ravages of the flames, which rap-
idly spread to the westward, assisted by
a brisk wind.

In tho course of their flight the flames
were communicated to a score of other
business places, located in the buildings
to the west of the Toy block. Amons
these were the following, which were en-

tirely destroyed:
The Massachusetts building, occupied by

the several large stores. Including the Gil-

lette Hardware Company, the Pul'rruii
Hotel, Johnson & Arcnson, clothing ar. 1

furnishings; Orkin Bros., ladles' furnlsh-lr.r- s;

Gccrge Conway, wholesale tobacco
and cigars, and the American ExpreJs
Compat y.

Several families lived in the rear of ths
building, but o far as known all the tccu-pan- ts

escaped.
COMMERCIAL BLOCK BURNS.

The next building destroyed was th
Commercial blcck. In this structure were
located the City National Bank. J. J.
Prugli, fjueenswere: Warfleld-Pratt-How--

Companv. v. rolesale grocers-- ; Peaveyft
Nash, furnltute: Dow Clothing Compiny.

H.irsted & Halsuth. shoes: Theodore Beck-
er Tailoring Crmpany, Wald KardK-jr-

Company and the Western Union Tele-
graph Company.

The wires of both the Postal and West-
ern Union Telegraph companies were In
the path of th? tlames, and In addition
burring the Western Union ottlrv. also
destroyed nearly a b.'ock of cables con-
necting Its system of vires with the rns:.i
ctnee.

The Postal Company'. office was not in
the burned district, but Its wires were de-

stroyed. The telephone company had a
great number of wires destroyed, but was
able to furnish partial communication to
outside cities.

The tire was gotten under control about
11:50. after practically two entire blccks
had been burned over. One tenant was
killed.

SPRINGFIELD STORE BURNS

ENTAILING $30,000 LOSS.

Large Fnrnttnre Establishment,
Filled With Holiday Goods. D"- -

troreil In Ilenrt ot City.

REPUBLIC SPDCIAL.
Sprlr.glleld. 111.. Dec 21 Fire early this

evening almost totally destroyed the large
furniture store of George F. Bisch.

a loss estimated at J30.CCO.

Owing to the Inflammable condition ot
the stock the flames spread rapidly and
were exceedingly difficult to fight. Coupled

with thi3 danger the firemen were de-

layed in getting their apparatus In oper-

ation and for a time the adjoining build-

ings were seriously threatened.
After an hour's fighting, however, tha

firemen had the blaze under control, al-

though the Interior of the structure was
still burning late at night.

The establishment Is located In the heart
of the business district. It Is a three-stor- y

trick building, built In two wings and
facing two streets. All three stories wera
packed with holiday stock, most of which
Is a total loss. The roof collapsed early
In the fire and later the floors fell, pillnf;
all the furniture In a heap in the mlddlo
of the great fcrnacc.

The source of the flames has not bsca
accounted for.

.


